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COUNCILLOR OLWEN SEARLE 

Statement 

HON PIERRE YANG (North Metropolitan) [9.54 pm] While the Legislative Council was sitting tonight, the 
City of Gosnells council also sat. Tonight’s council meeting marked the end of an era for a councillor who has served 
the local community for almost 40 years. That is Councillor Olwen Searle, JP, whom I had the good fortune to meet 
at one of the citizenship ceremonies in the early 2000s, which was the first time I met her. When I was elected to the 
Gosnells city council, I was fortunate enough to sit next to her in the council chamber and look at how she conducted 
herself as a local councillor. She jokingly told me that she was very happy to have me sitting next to her because 
she would no longer be the last one at the council chamber table. I would be the one taking the last spot because the 
council chamber table seating is arranged alphabetically based on councillors’ surnames. 

Olwen came to Australia from the UK in 1968 with her husband, Arthur, and they settled in Kenwick and later moved 
to Canning Vale. They worked in the local community. She was a local teacher in the City of Gosnells area and retired 
from her full-time employment in 2007. Olwen became a justice of the peace and served the local community 
in that capacity for many, many years. She was elected to council in 1979, and was one of the first female local 
councillors for the City of Gosnells and, I dare say, one of the first female councillors in the state of Western Australia. 
She served as the Mayor of the City of Gosnells on three occasions between 1993 and 1996, 2007 and 2011. During 
my time as a local councillor, Olwen was the mayor between 2015 and 2017. Olwen’s career is truly extraordinary. 
When I started my public service as an elected representative, I was fortunate to have her as a mentor, as someone 
who could answer my silly little questions without ever laughing at me or looking down on me. She always answered 
in a very candid, friendly and approachable manner. I was fortunate to have her as a friend in council and as a friend 
after my time as a local councillor. 

Her service was acknowledged in 2010 by the then Minister for Local Government, Hon John Castrilli, as one of 
the few female councillors who at that point had served for more than 20 years at the Women in Local Government 
Conference. She also served on many school boards and many community associations. When she gave an interview 
to the local newspaper the Gosnells Examiner, she said that the reason she wanted to join council was very simple, 
and I quote — 

“I saw there was so much to be done and there was no female representation on council. I thought I was 
going to fix the world. 

“When I got on I thought I knew everything about everything, and then I found I knew nothing about 
municipal budgets.” 

She may not have known too much about the budget at that time but to me she knows everything about everything. 
I want to say again that I was truly fortunate to have her as a friend, a mentor and someone I could look up to because 
of her integrity, her generosity, her approachable manner, her fantastic personality and the service she rendered to 
her local community. Today was her last sitting in council and I wish her all the very best in her retirement. 
 


	COUNCILLOR OLWEN SEARLE
	Statement


